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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
GVSU cancels most study abroad trips to China 
Three of Grand Valley's study abroad 
programs to China have been canceled or 
postponed because of the SARS outbreak in 
East Asia. 
Mark Schaub, interim assistant dean of 
International Education, said the decision 
was made after consultations with health 
professionals on- and off-campus, and other 
universities. 
Below are details about the canceled/post-
poned programs: 
• Social work trip with Professor Douglas 
Chung scheduled for April 24-May 9 is 
postponed until December. Students unable 
to travel in December will be refunded their 
money, or can join another study abroad 
program. 
• Philosophy trip with Professor Ge Ling 
Shang was scheduled for May 6-16 is can-
celed. Shang may offer the course at a different 
destination, or students have the option of 
joining another study abroad trip. 
• School of education 
trip with Professor 
Antonio Herrera was 
scheduled for July 5-
August 12. This trip 
is canceled. Students 
who need to complete 
an education 
practicum can join 
another spring/sum-
mer study abroad 
program. 
Students planning 
these trips were noti-
fied ; other questions 
can be directed to the 
Padnos International 
Center at x13898. 
A May 29-June 30 
trip to Taiwan is still 
planned, but Schaub 
said staff members 
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Most of Grand Valley's study abroad trips to China have been canceled 
or postponed because of the SARS outbreak in East Asia. 
and the professor are monitoring the situation. 
More than 2,600 people worldwide have been 
stricken by Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome, a flu-like illness. 
--------------------------•••--------------------------
Across Campus 
Jellema named interim 
dean of A&H 
Provost Gayle Davis 
has announced the 
appointment of Jon 
Jellema as interim 
dean of the Arts and 
Humanities Division 
for the 2003-04 
academic year. 
Jellema has served 
as the dean of the divi-
sion for the past two 
years. 
Jon Jellema 
"I am pleased that Jon Jellema has agreed to 
continue in his leadership role," Davis said. 
"He has a positive influence on the division 
and support from the arts and humanities 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
faculty and staff. I look forward to my contin-
ued work with him." 
Jellema joined Grand Valley in 1972 as an 
English Department faculty member. 
SSB offers master's of 
science in accounting 
degree 
Grand Valley's Seidman School of Business is 
offering a new graduate degree program 
designed for individuals preparing for careers 
in public, industrial, and non-profit accounting 
- including students with limited undergrad-
uate accounting courses. 
The Master of Science in Accounting degree 
is designed for students pursuing CPA certifi-
cation. It meets the educational requirements 
to sit for the CPA exam recently adopted by 
the Michigan State Board of Accountancy. 
'The requirements to become licensed to be a 
CPA have changed. The state of Michigan 
now requires 150 credit hours in order to sit 
for the exam. Students, therefore, will want to 
take a fifth year to get 150 hours," said Steve 
Goldberg, chair of the accounting department. 
"Having those students earn a master's degree, 
we thought, was a desirable solution." 
The MSA program consists of 33 semester 
hours of graduate studies, with at least 15 
semester hours in accounting. The remaining 
credits can be other graduate accounting or 
other graduate business courses. It accommo-
dates student interests and ambitions through 
a wide selection of electives and can be 
completed with part-time or full-time study. 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Classes are available in the evening for students who choose to pursue the 
MSA degree with part-time study. Courses are also offered during the 
afternoon, and the degree requirements can be completed in as short a 
time as eight months or during two consecutive summers. 
While the CPA rule change was "the single primary motivating factor" for 
the program's creation, Goldberg said it's flexible enough for students 
wanting to advance their careers in other fields of accounting. 
Holland Hospital joins PPOM 
Human Resources announces that Holland Community Hospital and 130 
affiliated physicians joined PPOM's provider network, effective April 1. 
PPOM's Web site, www.ppom.com, details a list of Holland physicians, 
and can be used to "Find-a-Doctor" for self-referrals. 
Mary Warner, Human Resources benefits manager, said the addition of 
Holland Hospital and its affiliated physicians to the PPOM network offers a 
competitive and much needed health care alternative in the Lakeshore area. 
SIS site to be upgraded 
A new version of the SIS Web application has been released by the ven-
dor. The site is used by many students, faculty and staff members to view 
and update student academic records. 
The updated version, which will likely be installed during the weekend of 
April 19, will look simpler and cleaner and be easier to navigate. With the 
upgrade, students will be able to place an order for their official transcripts. 
Questions about the updated application can be directed to Assistant 
Registrar Leslie Bateman at xl3327. 
Grand Valley will host 
Lake Michigan Writing Project 
Grand Valley will be a site for the National Writing Project this summer, 
hosting teachers of all disciplines who want to learn best writing prac-
tices . 
The Lake Michigan Writing Project will run July 7-31 at the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. Antonio Tendero, assistant professor of English, is the 
institute's director. Co-directors are Anna Babinec of Hart High School, 
Roy Black of Wyoming Rogers High School, and Susan Mowers of 
Grand Rapids Community College. 
Tendero said during the four-week program participants will write, read, 
research and share best writing practices. 
"It's a way to invigorate their teaching and learn new approaches to bring 
back to their own classrooms." he said. 
Tendero participated in the Virginia Writing Project and said the experi-
ence "changed the way I teach writing." 
The Lake Michigan Writing Project application is online at 
www.lakemichiganwritingproject.org. Participants will earn graduate 
credits and credentials as teaching consultants who will provide teaching 
support in the school districts during the academic year. 
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and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
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GVFaces 
Peimen Ni, professor of philosophy 
Peimen Ni , professor of philosophy, was born in 
Shanghai. The Chinese Cultural Revolution started 
when he was in fifth grade, and Ni said he didn't 
know it would be "a life-changing experience." 
The government assigned him a job at a steel plant 
as an electrician, though he did not know a thing 
about it. Ni said he suffered an electrical shock 
while working at the plant and lost several fingers. 
He used his recovery time to seek answers to the 
questions that were nagging him, including "Why 
did that happen to me?" 
He became interested in ancient Chinese philosophy 
and practiced calligraphy, a traditional art of fine 
handwriting. 
Peimen Ni, third from left, hosted guests from 
China last year at a symposium, "Philosophical 
Exchange Between Contemporary China and the 
West." 
Ni received bachelor's and master's degrees in phi-
losophy from Fudan University in China. "This is 
like a Chinese Harvard," he said. 
In 1985 Ni came to the United States under the 
recommendation of his philosophy teacher, Henry 
Rosemont, and later received a doctorate in philoso-
phy from the University of Connecticut. 
In 1990-92 he was a visiting instructor at Trinity 
College and Montana State University, and received 
an award for his exceptional teaching. He joined 
Grand Valley 's faculty in 1992 as an assistant pro-
fessor. 
He has published three books, On Confucius, On 
Reid, and his recent one, Brush And Pen In 
Philosophical Reflections, co-authored with Stephen 
Rowe, his friend and colleague. He also published 
one book in Chinese, Thomas Reid, in 1996. 
Ni received the Niemeyer award, which is an out-
standing faculty award for teaching, scholarship, 
school service and community service. He estab-
lished and directed the China Study Abroad 
Program, served as president of the Chinese 
Association of Western Michigan from 1995-97, 
and a principal of the Grand Rapids Chinese 
Language School in 1997-98. 
He travels to China frequently and said he considers 
it and the United States as his home. 
"I feel I have finally found my path, as a teacher, as 
a traveler and as a person," he said. 
by Tatiana Y. Kuznetsova, News and Information Intern 
What's Ahead 
Symphony Orchestra brings dance, jazz 
to its concert on Thursday 
The end-of-semester concert presented by the GVSU Symphony 
Orchestra on Thursday, April 17, has its roots in classical music, but that's 
where its similarity to traditional symphony repertoire ends. The concert 
will appeal to a wide range of audience members that include, but are not 
limited to, classical music fans, said Daniel Boico, visiting director of 
orchestras at GVSU. 
"We have everything here - dance, song, piano, narration, jazz, and, of 
course, classical - absolutely everything. I think it will be very fun ," 
Boico said. 
explained that the 
first part of the 
piece wi II be 
performed in 
classical tradition 
by the 
Symphony. Then, 
the Jazz 
Ensemble will 
provide a new 
interpretation. 
"We ' ll keep 
alternating like 
that," Boico said. 
"You can see the 
difference in 
styles between 
the classical orig-
inal and the jazz 
orchestration by 
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Aviram Reichert, associate music professor, instructs 
Russian piano student Ksenia Leletkina. She will be 
featured during the GVSU Symphony Orchestra's 
end-of-semester concert on Thursday. 
The concert begins with GVSU dance students performing Stravisnsky's 
"Pulcinella Suite," accompanied by the Symphony. A highlight of the 
evening will be performances by winners of GVSU's student concerto 
competition featuring pianist Ksenia Leletkina, first-place winner, playing 
Rachmaninoff 's "Piano Concerto No. 2," and tenor Aaron Velthouse. 
Stravinsky's "Soldier's Tale," a rare and difficult piece that requires six 
soloists and several narrators, follows the intermission. Duke Ellington with a full jazz band. It's really exciting." 
The concert concludes with a popular piece, "Peer Gynt," performed by 
the Symphony in collaboration with the GVSU Jazz Ensemble. Boico 
The concert is free and will begin at 8 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre, Performing Arts Center. 
···--------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Gayla Jewell, assistant professor of nursing, 
was interviewed by WGVU Radio about nurses 
in the military. 
Douglas Chung, professor of social work, was 
interviewed by WOOD-TV Channel 8 about the 
SARS virus and travel to China. 
Jim Smither, associate professor of history, 
was interviewed by WOOD-TV Channel 8 
about the war with Iraq. 
Mark Schaub, interim assistant dean of 
International Education, was interviewed by 
numerous reporters about canceling student 
abroad trips to China. 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a 
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu. 
Sketches 
Yi-Chien Chen, assistant professor of art and 
design, was appointed chair of the Multi-Ethnic 
Concerns Division at the Michigan Art 
Education Association. Also, she and her stu-
dents participated in the WGVU 2003 Dutch 
Wooden Shoe Art Project. 
Pat Parker, law librarian at the Steelcase 
Library, wrote an article, titled "Automated 
Retrieval Systems and Legal Research: Is the 
Browsing Collection a Thing of the Past?" pub-
lished in Spectrum, the international magazine 
of AALL/American Association of Law 
Librarians. 
Christopher Lewis, outreach coordinator for 
the School of Health Professions, was named 
co-national knowledge community chair for a 
student affairs component of the National 
Association of Student Personnel 
Administrators. 
Raymond M. O'Connor, Jr. , associate profes-
sor of psychology, wrote an article, titled 
"Revisiting the Predictive Validity of Emotional 
Intelligence: Self-report Versus Ability-based 
Measures," published in the journal Personality 
and Individual Differences. 
Sheldon Kopperl, professor of biomedical sci-
ences, presented a paper, titled "Teaching the 
Scholastic Method of Medieval Universities by 
'Glossing' Authoritative Medical Texts," at the 
Michigan Academy of Science, Letters, and 
Arts annual meeting at Hope College. 
Richard W. Harris, professor of taxation, 
received the 2002 Best Article award from The 
Tax Advisor for his two-part article, "Use of the 
Installment Method in Liquidations," published 
in issues of the journal. 
Jerry L. Johnson, assistant professor of social 
work, wrote a book, titled, Fundamentals of 
Substance Abuse Practice, published by 
Brooks/Cole. 
Janet Vail, associate professor at Annis Water 
Resources Institute, was appointed to the 
Environmental Advisory Council of the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
for a two-year term. 
Alan Steinman, director of Annis Water 
Resources Institute, co-authored an article, 
titled "Sustaining Healthy Freshwater 
Ecosystems," published in Ecology. He also 
gave a presentation on the ecosystem restora-
tion in south Florida at a seminar at the Kellogg 
Biological Station at Hickory Corners. 
William Crawley and Jim Bolger, assistant 
professors of criminal justice, were appointed 
by the U.S. Attorneys Office for the Western 
District of Michigan to serve as fiscal agents 
for the Project Safe Neighborhoods grants. 
Elena Lioubimtseva, assistant professor of 
geography, wrote an article, titled "The 
Physical Geography of Northern Eurasia," pub-
lished by Oxford University Press in the Oxford 
Regional Environmental Series. 
Michael P. Lombardo, professor of biology, 
co-presented a paper, titled "Directional 
Copulation Bias in Tree Swallows (Tachyc ineta 
bicolor): Male Preference or Female Decision?" 
at the Wilson Ornithological Society/American 
Field Ornithologists meeting at Ohio Wesleyan 
University, in Delaware, Ohio. 
Biology faculty members Michael P. 
Lombardo and Patrick A. Thorpe presented a 
paper, titled "Left-sided Directional Bias of 
Coacal Contacts during House Sparrow (Passer 
domesticus) Copulations," at the Wilson 
Ornithological Society/ American Field 
Ornithologists meeting at Ohio Wesleyan 
University, in Delaware, Ohio. 
Jonathan White, executive director of the 
Homeland Defense Initiative at Grand Valley, 
published a book, titled Defending the 
Homeland: Domestic Intelligence, Law 
Enforcement, and Security, distributed by 
Wadsworth Publishing. 
Economics faculty members Paul Isely and 
Gerald Simons presented a paper, titled 
"Acquisitions Versus Joint Ventures: Effects on 
Innovation for U.S. Manufacturers," at the 
annual Midwest Economics Association confer-
ence in St. Louis, Missouri . 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline (616) 331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
March 24-April 25 
Gallery Hours: Photography and Art & Design 
B.F.A. Thesis Exhibitions, featuring work of 
graduating seniors. Art Gallery, PAC. 
Mon., April 14 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. University 
Concert Band. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
Tues., April 15 
8:30-10 a.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
sponsors Non-profit Executive Morning 
Series. Alpen Rose Restaurant, Fourth Street, 
Holland. Call x 17224 for more information. 
8 p .m.: Music Department Concert. Student 
Conducting Recital. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
Thurs., April 17 
8:30-10 a.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
sponsors Non-profit Executive Morning 
Series. Annis Water Resource Institute. 740 
Shoreline Drive, 2nd Floor, Muskegon. Call 
xl 7224 for more information. 
3 p.m.: AWRI Seminar. Effects of Wildfire on 
Wilderness Streams. Multi-purpose Room, 
Muskegon Lake Michigan Center. Call 
x13749 for more information. 
5-7 p.m.: Art Gallery Senior Thesis Reception. 
"Contemplate the Obvious." Art Gallery, 
PAC. Call x12564 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. GVSU 
Symphony Orchestra and GVSU Jazz 
Ensemble. LAT, PAC. Call x13484. 
Fri., April 18 
9:30-11:30 a.m.: Human Resources Leadership 
Development Program. "All Division 
Update," for faculty and professional staff. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x12215 
for more information. 
7 p.m.: Women's Center Event. YWCA Take 
Back the Night March. 25 Sheldon Blvd. 
SE, Grand Rapids. Call x12748 for more 
information. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 331-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Tues., April 15 
2 p.m.: Softball. Lake Superior State University 
at Grand Valley. 
VENTS 
Wed., April 16 
2 p.m.: Baseball at Northwood University. 
3:30 p.m.: Softball. Saginaw Valley State 
University at Grand Valley. 
Fri.-Sat., April 18-19 
All Day: Women's Golf at University of Illinois. 
Fri., April 18 
1 p.m.: Baseball at Mercyhurst College. 
4 p.m. : Softball at Wayne State University. 
Sat., April 19 
12 noon: Baseball at Mercyhurst College. 
1 p.m.: Softball at Hillsdale College. 
Sun.-Mon., April 19-20 
All Day: Men's Golf at NCAA Qualifier. 
Auburn, IN. 
--------------------------•••--------------------------
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